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Objectives of Presentation 

• Look at Change of New York Area 

Immigrants 

• Present Information on the Size and 

Composition of Foreign Born 

• Location of Foreign Born 

• How Various Immigrant Groups Are 

Faring in New York Metro Area 

 



Data Sources Used 

• Data from 1990 and 2000 Census 

• Give a Good Picture of Size and Location 

of Groups 

• Census 2000 Supplementary Survey 

• Attempt to have  Mini-Long Form 

During Census 2000 

• PUMS Data Not Yet Released 









Patterns of Change 

• Massive Growth of Immigrants  

• Growth from Asia and Latin America 

Immense 

• Minimal Growth from Europe 

• Growth Throughout Region 

• New York City (especially Queens) 

Immigrant Hub  



Foreign Born Origin 2000

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

D
om

in
ic
an

 R
ep

ub
lic

C
hi
na

Ja
m

ai
ca

In
di
a

M
ex

ic
o

R
us

si
a 

/U
S
S
R

Ita
ly

E
cu

ad
or

C
ol
um

bi
a

P
ol
an

d
H
ai
ti

G
uy

an
a

K
or

ea

P
hi
lip

pi
ne

s

G
er

m
an

y

Trin
id
ad

/T
ob

ag
o

U
ni
te

d 
K
in
gd

om

E
l S

al
va

do
r



Change in Foreign Origin
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Top 18 Foreign Origins in Tri-State Area

Country of Origin
Census 

2000

Percent of 

Foreign 

Born

Cumulative 

Percent

Census 

1990

Change in 

Number

Percent 

Change

Dominican Republic 507,902 8.9% 8.9% 279,934 227,968 81.4%

China 380,850 6.7% 15.6% 149,069 231,781 155.5%

Jamaica 289,732 5.1% 20.6% 184,857 104,875 56.7%

India 251,843 4.4% 25.0% 126,698 125,145 98.8%

Mexico 242,138 4.2% 29.3% 58,976 183,162 310.6%

Russia /USSR 236,163 4.1% 33.4% 123,576 112,587 91.1%

Italy 232,147 4.1% 37.5% 294,464 -62,317 -21.2%

Ecuador 201,728 3.5% 41.0% 92,701 109,027 117.6%

Columbia 193,490 3.4% 44.4% 128,917 64,573 50.1%

Poland 174,160 3.0% 47.4% 148,004 26,156 17.7%

Haiti 165,340 2.9% 50.3% 106,896 58,444 54.7%

Guyana 162,840 2.8% 53.2% 92,351 70,489 76.3%

Korea 155,411 2.7% 55.9% 102,086 53,325 52.2%

Philippines 148,428 2.6% 58.5% 93,053 55,375 59.5%

Germany 114,290 2.0% 60.5% 148,327 -34,037 -22.9%

Trinidad/Tobago 113,787 2.0% 62.5% 70,673 43,114 61.0%

United Kingdom 108,987 1.9% 64.4% 119,569 -10,582 -8.9%

El Salvador 108,037 1.9% 66.3% 51,369 56,668 110.3%



Growth Very Diverse 

• New York Metropolitan Immigrant Growth 
Very Diverse 

• Origins Include Many Different Countries 

• Older Source:  Russia, Italy, Poland 

• Caribbean:  Dominican Republic, Jamaica, 
Haiti 

• New Sources:  Mexico, Ecuador, Colombia 

• Asia:  China and India 







Settlement Patterns 

• New York and Some Other Urban Centers 

Most Intense 

• Growth Moving Out Into Suburbs 

• Settlement Patterns Vary By Group 

 































East Harlem, the 

Lower East Side, 

and the Lower 

West Side had 

the highest 

population 

density in turn-

of-the-century 

New York.  The 

density of 

immigrants in 

the Lower East 

Side was most 

remarkable; 

particularly 

considering that 

most lived in 

tenements no 

more than four 

stories high. 

 



Economic and Social Status  

• Varies Greatly By Group 

• Some In Highly Professional Areas 

• Some In Entrepreneurial Businesses 

• Some Economically Advanced 

• Some Impoverished 

• Some Mostly Family, Others Not 

• Data Not Reliable, But Seems Consistent 



Median Household Income by Immigrant Group
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% Married Couple Family by Immigrant Group
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Percent Male 18 or Older, Various Groups
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Earnings of Workers From Various Groups
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Self-Employment By Various Groups
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At Least BA 25 and Over for Various Groups
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Percent Managerial/Professional Occupation Various Groups
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Varying Immigrant Fortunes 

• Groups and Individuals in Each Group 
Different Credit Needs 

• Some Entrepreneurial, Others Work in Low 
Wage Service Jobs 

• Some Highly Professional, Developing 
High-Income Communities 

• One Would Expect Groups (Such as 
Mexicans to Settle 

 



Other Information on New York 

Area 

• www.gothamgazette.com/demographics 

• www.socialexplorer.org 
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